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Moſt Impertinent Pvueey on 
sus could theſe ſelf-elefted Monarchs raje © 
= | So large an Empire on ſo ſmall a Baſe? © 
iO In what Retreat, inglorious and unknown,  _ 
wo. d Genius ſſeep, when Dulneſs /eiz'd the Throne 7 
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22 Men for * not for Lucre, writ, 
And was deem Wit; 
Patronage d beneath q 
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When PozT was a great; Shaw wha) 3» 1 mort 
And Kings bequeath'd to' Them their: Fiteve Fame; 
The Emulous each rifing Genius ſung 1196513 bog. 
No Jars, no Diſcords ſtopt their tuneful Tongue; 

Proud to excel, but wheit excell'd-evuldiow}: 'i rid 434 
And twiſt their Laurel round «Rives Bbw." gat am oY | 
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C6) 
Critics in thoſe good Times were — — 
(£6 140% 46 RAS AAPM ALS 


That ad l ALES +4 * 


Nor poach'd for Slander, nor exploded Wit; 

Nay, touch'd each Error with a tender Hand, 
* Genids might R ſpert commande 
But where the Ede x they exulting ſhow a 
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There, all their Learning, all their Genius glow'd, 


To wreath th l immortal Fame, 
0 * © Cbapler pf i e 


And while they gave, receiv'd the World s Acclaim. 
1 Die es - 10 507 
Oux Critiov edge * Neel 8 the Dart, 
From Want of Learning how, to judge cach Art; 
Conceal'd, like Ruft, aim the, miſſive Blow, 
And treach'rous lay exalted. Genius low. 
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Sxx there th illibaal Packi perverting R 


To make ingenuous Mit che Scoff f Fodls ; 
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(9) 
Mark how they cenfire und degrade the Lays, | ̃ 


The Harſhneſs of eaeh Period gives Offence ; = 
But if with Harmony the Numbers roll'd, 

Be ſure they're heavy, fdepy, dull aud od. 
Let but a Nuptial Lay of SH appbar, 
With Pow'rs to captivate the Heart and Bar; 
Wild as a Lunatic Mey fel and rf 
And ſtab and tortuts his melodiou Tage. 
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Time, Toll, and Property, in vai you plead, 
And for your mangled Offipiing-inly: bleed; 
Should you from fond paremtal Love complain; | | 


And daring vindicate the murder d Strain, * 2 
Death, Hell, and Furies | how the Bravoes riſe ! 


To blaſt your Honour with atrdcioud bats. i; - 1 


146 
Demanding-Patronape, dennanitingþ Fri: 
If fraught with Loathing, and with nervous genſe, 
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(8) 
Hz Works of Genius, wilt ich Fire and Taſte, ' * 
With Depth of Learningy!deptiot Judgment R d. 
Will not with Fame che Author's Hopes avail; ; 
While Spight and DubicG oerthe Preſa prœvaill. 
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"An! weep, ye Lu, | weepy ab l ſ e b 
Each Art enſlav d, and no one Science free; 
No Wit exempt from their devouring Rage, 

Nor Virtue, Merit, Beapty,: Rank, nor Age; _ | \/ 
Nor can the mighty Dead remain at Peace 
Their Tombs they ranſac, and their Writings fleece; o 
For all their Deafning as their own they wear, 
And from their Afhes ev'n their Frailtirs tear, 
The nobleſt Names to blot wich laſting Storn, wor Lives?) 
And furniſh Lyes to Villaind yet unborn. 
i: +9066] ault 50d ul ie 45211 4410 
O cxass this Warſard land let Genius dhule :10 8 
send d, unſtander'd by your poisnous Line: 
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(9) 
Which like an Aſp's injected Venom flow, 
And o'er the wounded Page a deadly Blackneſs throws. 


Tus other Tribe when they Reviews began, 
Let Truth and Candour mark their novel Plan, 
Nor damn'd the Author, nor abus'd the Man. 


Bur you, great Critics, with infidious Aim, 7 
Combin d to plunder ev ry Work of Faine, 
To veſt all Merit in your Royal Selves, 
And treat Mankind as puny Dwarfs and Elves. | 65 


War vaſt Applauſe adorns the Critic Muſe, 
$o ſweetly temperid in his own Reviews | = i 2:8 
What loud Elogiums hail the Hiſtoiian's Page 
Of nervous Nonſenſe, fraught with Party Rage 
Of ill drawn;Monſters, poor miſhapen Things, 70 
Impos'd on Fools for Herors, Qpeens and King:. | 
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But Time, which ripens ev'ry-pfeat Defigh, . Kt 
At length on him may more peopitiquy fine z: 
Digeſt that Lumber, which diſtrafs his Brain, 
And purge from Falſchood evry injur'd Reign 24019 1: 29g 


O 6 what work of his demands Acclaim t £27651 201 
To fill that empty Bladder----What ?----His Fame. 

Once puff d with Tindel, and inflated Wir, 
Bombaſtic Proſe, and finking Verſe he wWrit. 
To paint diſtorted Nature's hideous Mein, bi MM Zig ho 
His Envy tickled, aud malignant Spleen; baia 1653? ! 
From hence his Novels ſhock the modeſt Ear, 

And like Batavia Pictures fpoike appear don A fer ran 
With Tars and Boors,! the loweft:Drog f Barth; ß 
Too mean for Cenßate, and too vile/for Mir. Bs 
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- BoasTyvL and;proud: ke trot tha Stage ef Tie; 7 - * 
Embroil'd in Feads'dfthult wnftter'd 8eife,, © 7 
7 1 8 Till 


(ax) 


Till ſoaring on unequal Wings to Fame, 


He pond'rous dropt into the Vale of shame; ; 
Where, fortify d in his own Filth, he lies, 
Like vile Dowrr1an, tort' ring harmleſs Flies. 


Hx'p better far purſue his former Art, 1 
Scalp, flaſh, and ſlay, with dauntleſs Hand and Heart; 
For ſome, adapted to the murd'ring Trade, 


Can thro' warm Fleſh and Blood delighted . 


Taz Critic Muſe, whoſe ever reftleſs Mind, 
From Envy damns the Works of half Mankind; 
Beſieg d by Duns, by Bailiffs and their Crew, 


Once from Aueus ra juſt in Time withdrew ; riod) 

He ſkim'd the Turnpike, and the flow'ry Meed,' oo 

With watchful Eye, and with becoming Speed? 520 of 

Nor did bold BEzNARD ſwifter i urge his Way, 5 5 1 
While Conz in Plafh of his Connins lay: > 10110 
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(12) 
But ſafe arriv d in that Commercial Town, i 
Where ſcribbling Garreteer was never known ; 
He ap'd the Gentleman with Lordly Air, 
Turn'd his Parnaſfan Coat, and curl'd his Hair: 
But wanting Caſh, he rack'd his reptile Brain 
The Silver Tribute of the Rich to gain, 
And after weighing ev'ry ſpecious Thought, 
For printing Poems he Propoſals wrote; 
With theſe he viſited each public Place 
With bland Affurance, for he lack d no Face; 
Nay, ſhew'd Credentials of his tuneful Ear, 
Sublimely written by a finging Peer; 
Boaſted of Patronage, the Smile of Lords, 
Their Claret, Burgundy, and ſplendid Boerds; 
Bat with Self-dignity his Vaunts to end, 
To Lords prefer d ern Porter and a Friend. 


For Print and Paper, whiclr he muſt defray. 
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( 13 ) 
He !----lucky Cur thus pick'd up many a Crown ; 
Liv'd Months in Clover, and rid back to Town : +. 
But as the promis'd Volume ne er came out, 
Some tax his Honour, ſome his Genius doubt; 
Methinks they rather ſhould applaad the Wit 
That lives by Poetry he- never writ. 


Tazsz taſtleſs Critics, loſt do all Regard, 
Deſpis d ſhall ſcribble tor eottupt Nl. 
Unheeded puff their Fuſtian thro' the Town, + 
And yelp and bark at Col uax's juſt Renown. 
At tuneful LLorp the ſnarling Puppies ſprung; 
But while they yowl'd, ye Gods! how ſweet he fung | 


Lo! Cavxcni comes, with his victorious Lance, 


Like many a Hero fam d in old Romance, N 
From Violation ſaves his Captive. NMuſe, 01 
And Gibbets ev ry Giant of Neæviewa- 
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(14) 
But Hackney W m Men of wond'rous Skill, 
With feeleſs Doctors rs, ho but Authors kill 
With King's-Bench, Fleer, and Grib-Street's — Brood; 
A taſty, needy; noiſy Brothethodd;; 
Make ſhining Critics, and from hence Reviews 
Are clear of Slander, as of Vice the Stews. 
Slander l abſolve them of that dire Offence j 
For Learning, Candour,” Decench and Senſe, 145 
Adorn whate'er they · Nribblc 116: 202 
As free from Malice, as from Wartwwbod Gadd. 17; Ie ute. 
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Bur tell me, iCeitics, if you dare confefs, 
Why you invade, and thus exciſe” tie Freſsꝰ NW ll 
The Roads to-Fame, like other Roads, ave frees 3 180 
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Open to all, to him, ts you; to ne 
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Say, on what Title do yow Hurd Yhis Right 7 1 
Can your Banditti only judge and write? 


(15) 
Allow'd indeed they've got Stentorian Lungsz 
Amazing Inſolence ] obnoxious Tongues. 
But if theſe Gifts are not the ſame requir'd 
To rule o'er Learning, and the Train inſpir d, 
No more preſume to take the Critic's Chair, 
And diate Nonſenſe with imperial Air. 


Ar length Mankind thro' your Deſigns have ſeen, 
Your venal Dulneſs, and vindictive Spleen ; 
Convinc'd that Hirelings may on Fools impoſe, 

And paſs for Merit's Friends, tho' Merit's Foes ; 
With generous Indignation they deſpiſe 

Your paltry, flimſy, filthy Book of Lyes, 

And favour ev'ry Work you ſtigmatize. 
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